
• American Public Health Association:

o A frontline public health worker who is a 

trusted member of and/or has an unusually 

close understanding of the community 

served

o This trusting relationship enables the worker 

to serve as a liaison/link/intermediary 

between health/social services and the 

community to facilitate access to services 

and improve the quality and cultural 

competence of service delivery1

Community Health Worker Definition

1Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

[1] American Public Health Association, Policy Number: 20091, Support for Community Health Workers to 

Increase Health Access and to Reduce Health Inequities, Nov 10, 2009

https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/09/14/19/support-for-community-health-workers-to-increase-health-access-and-to-reduce-health-inequities
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