
Flowchart for Meeting the Expectations of  
Standard 3: Identify, Mitigate, and Disclose Relevant Financial 

Relationships 

 

 

 

 

  

Before you begin planning your education, collect information from ALL planners, faculty, steering committee 
members and others who would be in positions to control content. 

Collect financial 
disclosures for previous 

24 months for all 
persons in control of 

content. 

1 

Did the person 
identify financial 

relationships? 

YES 

2 

NO 

Mitigate relevant 
financial 

relationships. 

3 

DISCLOSURE TO LEARNERS 
Before the activity, disclose to 

learners the financial 
relationship (or lack thereof) 

with ACCME-defined ineligible 
companies. 

NO 

YES 

DONE! 

4 

5 

Is the financial 
relationship with 

an ACCME-
defined ineligible 

company? 

Determine the 
nature of the 
relationship. 

Is the financial 
relationship 

relevant to the 
activity? 

YES 

NO 

Continue to the next pages for more information on completing 
Steps 2, 3, 4, and 5. 



 

  

2 
Is the financial 

relationship with 
an ACCME-

defined ineligible 
company? 

NO 

Continue to Step 3 Continue to 
Disclosures 

YES 

Does the company 
in question have a 
parent company 

that is an ineligible 
company? 

Does the 
company have 

an ineligible 
sister company 
without proper 

firewalls? 

Examples of Proper Firewalls 
The company in question must: 
• Have separate management 
• Be the employer of record 
• Have a governance structure 

separate from the ineligible sister 
company 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

• Ambulatory procedure centers 
• Blood banks or infusion centers 
• Diagnostic labs that do not sell proprietary 

products 
• Electronic health record companies 
• Government or military agencies 
• Group medical practices 
• Health law firms 
• Health profession membership organizations 
• Hospitals or healthcare delivery systems 
• Insurance or managed care companies 
• Nursing homes or rehabilitation centers 
• Pharmacies that do not manufacture proprietary 

compounds 
• Publishing or education companies 
• Schools of medicine or health science universities 
• Software game developers 

• Advertising marketing or communication firms 
whose clients are ineligible companies 

• Bio-medical startups that have begun a 
governmental regulatory approval process 

• Compounding pharmacies that manufacture 
proprietary compounds 

• Device manufacturers or distributors 
• Diagnostic labs that sell proprietary products 
• Growers, distributors, manufacturers, or sellers of 

medical foods and dietary supplements 
• Manufacturers or health-related wearable 

products 
• Pharmaceutical companies or distributors 
• Pharmacy benefit managers 
• Reagent manufacturers or sellers 
• A company or organization owned by any of the 

above 

Eligible Ineligible 

3 5 

https://accme.org/faq/what-example-corporate-structure-where-accme-accredited-provider-has-sister-company-ineligible


 

 

  

What is the 
nature of the 

financial 
relationship? 

3 

• Consultant 
• Advisor 
• Speaker/Speakers Bureau 
• Independent Contractor 
• Researcher 
• Grant Beneficiary 

• Royalties’ beneficiary 
• Patent beneficiary 
• Bonds 
• Stocks (publicly traded 

ineligible companies) 
• Stock Options 

• Business Owner 
• Employee 
• Stocks (privately held ineligible companies) 
• Equity Owner 

EXCLUDE 
Employees/Owners AND privately held 

stockowners of ACCME-defined 
ineligible companies from participating 

as planners or faculty 

• The content of the activity is not related to the 
business lines or products of their 
employer/company 

• The content of the accredited activity is limited to 
basic science research, such as pre-clinical research 
and drug discovery, or the methodologies of 
research, and they do not make care 
recommendations 

• They are participating as technicians to teach the 
safe and proper use of medical devices, and do not 
recommend whether or when a device is used. 

Is the financial 
relationship 

relevant to the 
activity? 

A financial relationship is relevant if all three are true: 

1. A financial relationship, in any amount, exists 
between the person in control of content and an 
ineligible company. 

2. The financial relationship existed during the past 24 
months. 

3. The content of the education is related to the 
products of an ineligible company with whom the 
person has a financial relationship. 

Continue to 
Mitigation 

Continue to 
Disclosures 

Is at least one 
of the 

following 
true? 

YES YES NO 
NO 

4 5 



 Mitigation Strategies 
4 

Planners:  

• Divest the financial relationship 
• Recusal from controlling aspects of 

planning and content with which 
there is a financial relationship 
(and/or) 

• Review planning decisions by 
persons without relevant financial 
relationships 

Faculty:  

• Divest the financial relationship 
• Internal and/or peer review of 

content by persons without relevant 
financial relationships 

• Refrain from making treatment 
recommendations 

• Attest that clinical recommendations 
are evidence-based and free of 
commercial bias 

Others:  

• Divest the financial relationship 
• Internal review by persons without 

relevant financial relationships 

Implement mitigation steps 
prior to the individuals 

assuming their roles 

Document all mitigation steps! 

Disclosure to Learners 5 

Is there a 
relevant 
financial 

relationship? 

Disclose that the individual has 
no relevant financial 

relationships 

Disclosures must be made prior 
to the learner engaging with 

the educational content of an 
activity in a format that can be 

verified at the time of 
accreditation 

Include the following in the disclosure: 

• Name of individual 
• Name of the ineligible company(ies) with which they 

have relationships 
• Nature of the relationships 
• A statement that all relevant financial relationships 

have been mitigated 

YES NO 


